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A quote from Pope Francis:

“Food shortage is not something natural, it is not a given, something obvious or self-
evident. The fact that today, well into the twenty-first century, so many people
suffer from this scourge is due to a selfish and wrong distribution of resources, to the
'merchandising' of food. The earth, abused and exploited, continues in many parts of
the world to yield its fruits, offering us the best of itself. The faces of the starving
remind us that we have foiled its purposes. We have turned a gift with a universal
destination into a privilege enjoyed by a select few. We have made the fruits of the
earth – a gift to humanity – commodities for a few, thus engendering exclusion. The
consumerism in which our societies are immersed has made us grow accustomed to
excess and to the daily waste of food. At times we are no longer able even to see
the just value of food, which goes far beyond mere economic parameters. We need
to be reminded that food discarded is, in a certain sense stolen, from the table of
poor and the starving. This reality invites us to reflect on the problem of unused and
wasted food, and to identify ways and means which, by taking this problem
seriously, can serve as a vehicle of solidarity and sharing with those most in need.”

-- Meeting of executive board of World Food Programme, June 13, 2016

Editor’s note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The
Francis Chronicles. Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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