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People listen to Catholic scholars release a statement reaffirming Blessed Paul VI's
1968 "Humanae Vitae" encyclical on human sexuality at The Catholic University of
America in Washington Sept. 20. (CNS/Tyler Orsburn)
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Released by Pope Paul VI in 1968, Humanae Vitae, or "Of Human Life," established
church teaching on family planning and artificial contraceptives. In the past several
decades, this teaching has shaped the church — and the world.

On the show today:

Jamie Manson, NCR columnist and books editor
Todd Salzman, Amelia and Emil Graff Professor of Catholic Theology at
Creighton University and co-author with Michael Lawler of The Sexual Person.

Background reading:

Humanae Vitae further fueled the post-World War II culture wars over the
meaning of sexuality, argue Todd Salzman and Michael Lawler.
In commentary for NCR, Joseph Selling writes that what was being put forth to
save traditional conclusions to Humanae Vitae is anything but traditional
reasoning.
Follow the rest of NCR's coverage of Humanae Vitae at 50.

How do I listen?

We can let you know when new podcast episodes are published. Sign up for emails
here.

From your iPhone or iPad: Open the preloaded app called "Podcasts." It has a purple
icon. If you're reading this from your phone, tap this link, which will take you straight
there. (You can also use the magnifying glass icon to search; type "NCR in
Conversation.") Once you're on the series page, you can tap on an episode title to
play it. Tap on the "subscribe" button to have new episodes sent to your phone. If
you prefer another podcast player, you can find "NCR in Conversation" there. (Here’s
the RSS feed.)

From your Android phone or tablet: You can listen and subscribe using the preloaded
Google Play app. If you're reading this from your phone, tap this link to play the
latest episode and learn more about the app.

From your desktop or laptop: You can also simply press the play button above to
listen on this page. Make sure to keep this window open on your browser, or the
audio will stop. You can always find the latest episode of NCR in Conversation at 
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