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Historically, women tend to be the stalwarts when it comes to religion, while men
attend religious services less often and are less likely to say their faith is very
important to them. But a new analysis shows that black men defy this trend.
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A study by the Pew Research Center released Sept. 26 has found that while black
men are less religious than black women, they are more religious than white women
and white men.

African-American men are equally as likely as Hispanic women to be what Pew
considers "highly religious," so they are tied as the second-most religious group.

The findings are not entirely surprising, given earlier data on African-American faith.
In general, Pew has found, African-Americans are more religious than whites and
Latinos, and they are more likely to say they read the Bible reqularly and consider it
to be the Word of God.

Sixty-nine percent of black men in Pew's study say religion is very important, while
78 percent say they believe in God with absolute certainty and 70 percent are
considered highly religious.

"Highly religious," according to Pew, includes those who pray at least once a day,
attend religious services at least once a week, are absolutely certain about their
belief in God and say religion is very important in their lives.

While 7 in 10 black men fit that description, 83 percent of black women are highly
religious, Pew says. About two-thirds of Hispanic women, 58 percent of white
women, half of Hispanic men and 44 percent of white men are considered very
religious.
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Across generations, researchers report differences. Fewer than 4 in 10 African-
American millennials say they attend services weekly, compared with half of older
blacks. Six in 10 of black millennials say they pray daily; in comparison, 78 percent
older blacks report praying daily.

The Pew analysis is based on data from its 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study. The
margin of error for black men was plus or minus 2.9 percentage points and was
lower for the other groups.
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