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Auxiliary Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of St. Paul and Minneapolis is seen in this
undated photo. (CNS photo/Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit)
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Pope Francis has named Auxiliary Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of St. Paul and
Minneapolis to head the Diocese of Crookston, Minnesota.

He has been an auxiliary bishop for the Minnesota archdiocese since 2013. A native
of Denver, he was ordained a priest for St. Paul and Minneapolis in in 1997.

His appointment to Crookston was announced in Washington Oct. 18 by Archbishop
Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United States.
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Bishop Cozzens succeeds Bishop Michael J. Hoeppner, whose resignation was
accepted April 13 by Pope Francis. As requested by the pope, Bishop Hoeppner, 71,
resigned following a 20-month investigation into allegations that he mishandled
claims of clergy sexual abuse.

The pope appointed retired Bishop Richard E. Pates of Des Moines, lowa, to serve as
apostolic administrator of the Crookston Diocese until the appointment of a new
bishop.
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