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Village children pass the time in front of a home next to a flooding sea wall at high
tide in Serua Village, Fiji, July 15, 2022. As the community runs out of ways to adapt
to the rising Pacific Ocean, the 80 villagers face the painful decision whether to
move. (CNS/Reuters/Loren Elliott)
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Declining access to food, greater discrimination against women and widening
restrictions on religious freedom have contributed to a higher rate of poverty
worldwide, said a new report issued by a Fordham University program.

Overall, 26.2% of the world's population lives in poverty, according to the Fordham
Francis Global Poverty Score.

The score is based on seven measures for human well-being — four governing
material needs and three related to spiritual needs — identified by Pope Francis
during a 2015 address to the United Nations.

The pope described material needs — water, food, housing and employment — and
spiritual needs — education, religious freedom and civil rights — at the time.

Henry Schwalbenberg, director of the university's graduate program in International
Political Economy and Development, said the findings show that extreme poverty as
measured under the seven criteria is the highest since the score was developed in
2015.

The program released the report Nov. 11 during a U.N. side event at the school
marking the World Day of the Poor, which Francis designated for the 33rd Sunday of
Ordinary Time. This year the day falls on Nov. 13.
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The report said the score is an average of data collected from more than 80
countries, none from the developed world. It uses the most recent available data —
some dating from 2019 — from various U.N. agencies and nongovernmental
organizations to make its assessment.

Schwalbenberg and graduate student Maria Hincapie told an in-person audience at
the university and viewers watching online that discrimination against women rose
in 2021, according to data collected from the World Economic Forum. An estimated
51.2% of women in the surveyed countries faced discrimination, the report said.

Meanwhile, in 2019, 58.9% of people — nearly 4.5 billion — lived in countries "where
religious freedom is severely restricted," the report said.

When questioned why gender inequality and religious freedom are factored into the
measure of global poverty, Schwalbenberg explained that it comes down to "a
philosophical decision" on what to include and that the program wanted to follow the
pope's description of factors affecting human well-being.



A child affected by the worsening drought due to failed rain seasons pulls a jerrycan
of water at Sopel village in Turkana, Kenya, Sept. 27, 2022. (CNS/Reuters/Thomas
Mukoya)

While the report shows that access to clean water improved in 2020, the number of
people who are undernourished in 2019 grew. Similarly, the number of people
without adequate housing rose in 2020.

The report also showed:

10.1% of people, about 787 million, could not access clean water in 2020.
9.2% of people, about 710 million, were malnourished in 2019.
17.2% of people, about 1.3 billion, lived in substandard housing in 2020.
13.3% of the adult population, about 776 million, were illiterate in 2020.
23.2% of the world's labor force, about 804 million, were without work or were
employed at a wage lower than $3.20 per day in 2021.

Opening the program, Archbishop Gabriele Caccia, the Vatican's permanent
observer to the U.N., said Francis originated World Day of the Poor to encourage
people to go to the margins of society.

The archbishop said the pope is calling people to reject "laxity" in responding to the
needs of people struggling to have their basic needs met.

"In this world of globalization, what is globalized, unfortunately, is indifference," he
said.

Secondly, the pope is calling for people to be in solidarity — that is sharing — with
others, Caccia explained. Sharing can take many forms, he said, but to do so
requires going out to the margins of society.

As a third step, which the archbishop described as the most demanding, is "to
always look at the one who didn't stop doing this, Jesus."

"Jesus is the model. He was like God. He decided to become man, to be hungry,
thirsty, unjustly accused, persecuted and killed. If we don’t enter into this kind of
mentality, if we don't keep our eyes fixed on him, we can be easily discouraged and
we give up after a while," he said.



A flood victim pushes his donkey cart on a flooded highway, following rains and
floods in Sehwan, Pakistan, Sept. 16, 2022, during a monsoon season impacted by
climate change. (CNS/Reuters/Akhtar Soomro)

Amplifying the report's findings of worsening poverty, Bill O'Keefe, executive vice
president for mission, mobilization and advocacy for Catholic Relief Services, told
participants that climate change is driving a new round of growing poverty
worldwide.

Reiterating that point, O'Keefe explained how CRS has developed a campaign to
build greater Catholic response to climate change, foster greater awareness of how
climate change affects vulnerable communities and address the root causes of a
warming planet.

CRS is the U.S. bishops overseas relief and development agency.

"We can't just talk about the environment and we can't just talk about poverty. We
have to talk about them all together," he said.



Interspersing stories of the consequences of climate change on people in Africa, Asia
and Latin America, O'Keefe described how CRS is helping communities integrate new
farming practices, water conservation and to ease food and water shortages.

Even with such practices, the campaign advocates for the United States to take on a
greater role in helping poor communities adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate
change, he said.

"It's up to us," O'Keefe said. "We have to care for creation and care for the poor and
make sure those two cares enter into our politics and our economy. It's the
responsibility of those countries most responsible for climate change to support
those countries least responsible for it."

CRS and Caritas Internationalis also co-sponsored the program.


