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A quote from Pope Francis:

"One sign of hope is that public opinion is manifesting a growing opposition to the
death penalty, even as a means of legitimate social defense. Indeed, nowadays the
death penalty is unacceptable, however grave the crime of the convicted person. It
is an offense to the inviolability of life and to the dignity of the human person; it
likewise contradicts God's plan for individuals and society, and his merciful justice.
Nor is it consonant with any just purpose of punishment. It does not render justice to
victims, but instead fosters vengeance. The commandment 'Thou shalt not kill' has
absolute value and applies both to the innocent and to the guilty. The Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy is an auspicious occasion for promoting worldwide ever more
evolved forms of respect for the life and dignity of each person. It must not be
forgotten that the inviolable and God-given right to life also belongs to the criminal.”

-- Message to Sixth World Congress against death penalty, June 22, 2016

Editor's note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The
Francis Chronicles. Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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