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A quote from Pope Francis:

"At the centre of the curved part of the staff is represented the Risen Lamb. Thus,
while reminding us of the will of the Lord to gather the flock and go in search of the
lost sheep, the staff also seems to show us the central content of the love of God in
Jesus crucified and risen, the Lamb sacrificed and living. It is love that penetrated
the darkness of the sealed tomb, and opened the doors to the light of eternal life.
The love of the Lamb victorious over sin and death is the true innovative message to
carry together to those who are lost today, and to those who still do not have the joy
of knowing the compassionate face and merciful embrace of the Good Shepherd.
Our ministry consists in illuminating the darkness with this gentle light, with the
meek power of love that conquers sin and overcomes death. We have the joy to
recognise and celebrate the heart of the faith. Let us once again make that our
centre and focus, without being distracted by that, which, enticing us to follow the
spirit of the world, would detract from the original freshness of the Gospel. From
there comes our shared responsibility, the one mission to serve God and humanity."

— Vespers with the Archbishop of Canterbury, St. Andrew and St. Gregory, Rome,
Oct. 5, 2016

Editor's note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The
Francis Chronicles. Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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