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Greta Thunberg takes the stage at the World Economic Forum meeting in Davos,
Switzerland (screengrab from WEF upload to YouTube)
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Every week, the climate crisis presents us with one compelling, often disturbing
image after another: bushfires in Australia, rising sea levels threatening the people
of Kiribati, water disappearing in regions of Bolivia — and on and on.

But it’s a different image that sticks with me this week: a 17-year-old young woman
in a pink hoodie taking the stage at Davos, the annual gathering of billionaires,
business leaders and, this year, 53 heads of state from around the world. Plus Greta
Thunberg.

As Time magazine noted in selecting her as its 2019 Person of the Year, "For
decades, researchers and activists have struggled to get world leaders to take the
climate threat seriously. But this year, an unlikely teenager somehow got the world's
attention."

How is it that Thunberg has been able to galvanize people around the climate crisis
so much more so than, say, Mary Robinson, the former president of Ireland whom I
watched make an impassioned plea on behalf of the planet at Boston College in
September?

Robinson shared her own theory on why that's true with Time, noting that people
she talks with about climate issues "just sort of say, 'Ah yeah, but that’s not me.' "
She added: "Having children say, 'We have no future' is far more effective. When
children say something like that, adults feel very bad."

Thunberg says she got the idea for staging her skolstrejk för klimat (climate strike)
outside the Swedish parliament from the strikes launched by survivors of the
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.

Thunberg's Friday Twitter feed reflects how far the influence of all these teenagers
has rippled, her retweets helping to document the day’s climate strikes gathering
strength all over the world.

French President Emmanuel Macron didn't make it to Davos this year, but Time
interviewed him for its Person of the Year issue: "When you are a leader and every
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week you have young people demonstrating with such a message, you cannot
remain neutral. They helped me change."

For the 3,000 power brokers who did show up at Davos this week, the question
remains: Will they change?

Here's some of what's new on EarthBeat this week: 

Staff writer Jesse Remedios explores the impact of the climate crisis on
biodiversity, a key dimension of Pope Francis’ encyclical, "Laudato Si’, on Care
for Our Common Home."
In a story posted earlier in the week, Jesse provides an update on "U.S. Catholic
Climate Project," a year-long intergenerational Catholic initiative to gather
Catholics from across the church to make "the moral call for climate action."
In his column for NCR this week, Fr. Dan Horan explores the ecological
significance of the Eucharist, noting Francis’ invitation to “embrace the world
on a different plane” reflecting reverence for all God’s creatures.
Columnist Colman McCarthy explains how you can get your "meat fix" without
extracting a pound of flesh from animals.
In this week’s Small Earth Story, Fr. Jim Flynn describes his one-man campaign
to spread the word of "Laudato Si' ".
And in case you missed it from last weekend, here's Brian Roewe’s account of
the appeals court decision tossing the suit by young people challenging the
federal government's support for policies that, they argue, continue to
jeopardize their future.

Here’s some additional climate-related coverage:

Politico documents six take-aways from the Trump Administration’s decision to
remove regulations protecting millions of miles of streams and half the
country’s wetlands, describing the move as "the biggest rollback of the Clean
Water Act" since it was enacted in 1972.
Prince Shakur, a Jamaican-American writer and activist, describes what the
Clean Water Act has meant to his family in a post to Patagonia's site, The
Cleanest Line.
Friday's print edition of The New York Times includes this list of 20 people
controlling President Trump’s environmental policies, most of them former
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officials in industries they’re now charged with regulating.
On Twitter, Cardinal Peter Turkson, head of the Vatican’s office for Promoting
Integral Human Development, poses a question to the moguls gathering at
Davos: "Governments found money to prevent collapse of banks. Why can't we
find resources to prevent & stop climate crisis?"
Trócaire, the overseas development agency of the Irish bishops, called on
voters to push candidates for public office to adopt strong positions on behalf of
global and climate justice. 

Upcoming Event:

You can register via this page for a Jan 30 webinar about divestment from fossil fuel
companies sponsored by the Global Catholic Climate Movement. You’ll find more
events like this — virtual as well as in person — on EarthBeat's Event Calendar. And
don't forget to post upcoming events that you’re involved in!

Closing Beat: 

Speaking of the Global Catholic Climate Movement, be sure to visit EarthBeat next
week for an essay by the organization’s co-founder and executive director, Tomás
Insua, pegged to the fifth anniversary of "Laudato Si,' on Care for our Common
Home."

We hope you'll forward this week’s newsletter to anyone you believe might want to
subscribe. They can do so here. 

Thanks for reading!

Bill Mitchell

NCR Climate Editor

bmitchell@ncronline.org
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