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Months ago, before we were imagining months to come in lockdown, some experts
predicted that summertime heat and humidity would ease the pandemic. Instead,
rising temperatures have intensified the crisis, especially for the poor and for anyone
in one of those long queues awaiting a COVID-19 test. 

As the Washington Post reported, the south and southwestern U.S. were especially
hard hit by the heat this week at the same time those regions were struggling with a
surge of coronavirus cases. Heat warnings and advisories were in effect for 11 states
from Southern California to the Florida Panhandle, and the National Weather Service
was predicting the excessive heat would continue for another two weeks. 

Citing this 2019 study, the Post reported: "In general, heat waves are one of the
clearest manifestations of long-term human-caused climate change, with numerous
studies showing that such events are becoming more likely to occur and more
severe."

Extreme heat is one of those things you need to experience to fully grasp. I got mine
in Baghdad, where I spent a month reporting during the summer of 1991 in the
aftermath of the First Gulf War. I can tell you that walking around in temperatures of
120 degrees Fahrenheit is a lot more than 20 percent worse than doing so in 100
degree weather. Most nights, though, I was able to return to an air-conditioned hotel
and never experienced what it's like to face unrelenting heat with no relief in sight.

It's difficult to imagine current conditions in Iraq, where the summer heat is
accompanied by spiking coronavirus cases and dwindling medical supplies. 

All of which brings me to the topic of integral ecology, the interconnectedness of so
many of the circumstances fueling "the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor."
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This sent me to chapter four of Laudato Si' and to a couple of excellent explorations
of integral ecology, one by columnist Thomas Reese and the other by contributor
Samantha Panchèvre.

Written five years ago, shortly after Pope Francis issued his encyclical, Reese's
column takes on renewed relevance in our current circumstances. 

He describes this section of the pope's document  as "flowing from his
understanding that 'everything is closely related' and that 'today's problems call for
a vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the global crisis.'"

Reese also points to Francis' account of "indigenous communities being pressured to
'abandon their homeleands to make room for agricultural or mining projects which
are undertaken without regard for the degration of nature and culture."

By way of underlining the lasting wisdom of the pope's message, the Trump
administration this week dramatically weakened the role of local communities in
determining whether environmentally dangerous projects can be built in their midst.

Integral ecology is at the heart of any discussion of environmental justice, and
EarthBeat contributor Samantha Panchèvre examined Laudato Si''s fourth chapter in
the course of exploring intergenerational solidarity. She points to Francis' assertion
that "the notion of the common good also extends to future generations," quoting
him further:

The global economic crises have made painfully obvious the detrimental
effects of disregarding our common destiny, which cannot exclude those
who come after us. We can no longer speak of sustainable development
apart from intergenerational solidarity. Once we start to think about the
kind of world we are leaving to future generations, we look at this
differntly...Intergenerational solidarity is not optional, but rather a basic
question of justice..."

And in the meantime, the people most in need are also the hardest hit by the
extremes of climate, as Maddie Kornfeld reports in this InsideClimate News article
we published today as part of our collaboration with Covering Climate Now.

Here's what's new on EarthBeat this week:
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Staff writer Brian Roewe revisits the 2014 decision by the University of Dayton
to divest from fossil fuels, explaining how and why they did it -- and what's
happened to their endowment's bottom line as a result.
Doreen Ajiambo, Africa/Middle East correspondent for our sister site, Global
Sisters Report, reports from Zambia about sisters' efforts to fend off hunger
with organic farming.
In another GSR report from Zambia, Charity Bbalo, a Religious Sister of the Holy
Spirit, describes how villagers are preserving trees by making charcoal from
recycled paper and cardboard.
In a new Small Earth Story, Sr. Bernadette Marine Ondus, SS.C.M. finds a bigger
story in a couple of new trees planted on the grounds of her motherhouse.

Here's some of what else is new this week in climate news:

In an opinion piece for Bloomberg law, Sarah J. Morath of Wake Forest
University School of Law documents the ways that Black people and other
people of color are disproportionately harmed by plastic pollution. 
The Evangelical Environmental Network reports that more than 53,000 pro-life
residents of Ohio have signed a petition calling for the state to make the
transition to 100 oercent renewable energy by 2030. 
BlackRock, the world's largest asset management firm, has identified 244
companies that it says are not doing enough to either prepare their businesses
for a warming planet or to inform their investors about posssible risks to their
operations from climate change, according to a report by Alastair Marsh in
Bloomberg Green.
In The New York Times, Lisa Friedman and Katie Glueck compare the climate
plans of President Donald Trump and the presumptive Democratic nominee,
former Vice President Joe Biden. 

Upcoming Event:

Choose from dozens of events around the country, in person and virtual, marking
the seventh annual Latino Conservation Week.

Why not expand your audience for your next climate-related event? You can post
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your event – no charge – here.

Closing beat:

A reminder about upcoming events in NCR's Summer Series for our NCR Forward
members:

July 23: The Inspiration I've Found When On the Road with Global Sisters
Report (Staff Writer Soli Salgado)
August 13: Pope Francis after Seven Years (Vatican Correspondent/International
News Editor Joshua McElwee) 
August 27: The Catholic Vote: Is it Still Decisive? (Political Columnist Michael
Sean Winters)

To take part in these events, please consider becoming a member for as little as $5
per month.

Thanks for reading.

Bill Mitchell

NCR Climate Editor

bmitchell@ncronline.org 
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